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HOLYWELL URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


ANNUAL REPORT 


of the 


MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 


for the year 1966 


TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE HOLYWELL URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL : 
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlenen, 
I have pleasure in submitting my annual report for 1966. 


The Registrar General's estimate of the mid-year population was 
8,640 which is an increase of 60 compared with 1965. There wore 133 
births during the year which gives ao local birth rate of 15.4 per 
1,000 population and when adjusted for the slightly higher proportion 
of old people in the local population compared with the national average, 
the adjusted rate was 14.9 per 1,000 population (national average 17.7). 
There were 9 illegitimate births notified during the year giving an 
illegitimacy rate of 67 per 1,000 population live births, which is 
comparable with the national average. There was one still-birth recorded 
giving a local still birth rate of 7. per 1,000 live and still—births 
which compares well with the national average of 15.4, 


There was only one infant death under one year which gives a local 
infant nortality rate of 7 per 1,000 live births, which compares well 
with the national average of 19. I an pleased to say that there were 
no deaths of mothers in pregnancy or childbirth. 


During the year 133 deaths occurred giving a crude death rate of 
15.4 per 1,000 population and when adjusted the standardised death rate 
was 10.5 which compares well with the national average of 11.7. 


In 1966 the commonest cause of death (35) was due to a stroke, 
followed by coronary disease which accounted for 32 deaths, cancer was 
the third biggest killer, which accounted for 10 deaths, of which cancer 
of the lung accounted for four. Until there is a substantial reduction 
in air pollution and smoking habits there will be little inprovenent in 
the statistics with regard to cancer of the lung, short of the discovery 
of the cause and treatment of the disease, 


There were 84 cases of measles notified showing a significant rise 
on previous years. There were 5 cases of suspected dysentery, none of 
these cases proved positive after bacteriological examination. One case 
of tuberculosis (pulnonary) was recorded, There were nunerous outbreaks 
of ninor illnesses amongst school children during the year and apart fron 
the inconvenience to the families concerned and the school authoritics 
there were no scrious long tern effects. 
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At the time of writing this report the routine Mass 
Radiography Van which visits Holywell will cease at the end of 
1967, and this is to be regretted as the response in Holywell is 
quite reasonable bearing in mind the population catchment area, 

It is hoped that a satisfactory alternative can be arranged for the 
general public to attend for their chests to be X-rayed either 
through their general practitioner or directly through some agency 
or other. 


During the year 59 Council properties were built and satisfactory 
progress was made to clear the slums and if the present speed is 
maintained I can forsee at the end of another year or two, the present 
slum clearance programme will almost have been completed. There have 
been considerable social problems which have arisen from people who 
have been re-housed from slum dwellings, but from my enquiries they seem 
to be pleased with their new dwellings, although the rents are significantly 
higher than previous rents whilst occuping slum dwellings - there is Always 
a price for progress. 


The Council are considering a scheme to provide new office 
accommodation for the Urban District Staff. Present conditions are 
extremely unsatisfactory and at the time of writing this report a 
‘White Paper' on Local Government Re-organisation has been published 
but it would appear to me that it will be some considereble time before 
the proposals are implemented and in my opinion it would be detrimental 
to the health, well-being and working efficiency of the Urban District 
Staff that they should have to put up with these conditions and I consider 
that it is imperative that improved arrangements be made if only for an 
interim period. 


Progress has been made by Mr. Field in connection with the 
implementation of the Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, during 
the year, 

As I have mentioned in the report, improvements have been carried 
out at St. Winefride's Well and the water sup vly hes been regularly 
tested. 


I should like to express my thanks to the Chairman and Members of 
the Council, Council Officials and Staff of the Health Department. 


I am, 
Your Obedient Servant, 
D.P.W. ROBERTS. 


Medical Officer of Health. 
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GENERAL STATISTICS 


Population at Mid-year 1966 (Registrar General's estimate) 8640 


Population change compared with previous year (increase of) 60 
Number of inhabited properties (end of 1966) 2590 
Number of empty properties (end of 1966) 145 
Rateable value of the Urban District at end of 1966 £409, 283 
Product of penny rate £1653 
General rate in 21 lis 6d. 
Number of rated premises 2964 


SOCIAL CONDITIONS IN THe URBAN DISTRICT 


There has been no change in conditions during the year. Employment 
within the Urban District is provided mainly in paper works, woollen and 
other textile works and in artificial silk works. Many residents work 
in neighbouring districts at steel works, guarrying, coal mining and 
distributive trades, Holywell is the market town for a large rurel area, 
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VITAL STATISTICS 


Live Births : Male 73 Female 60 135 
Legitimate live births : Male 69 Female 55 124 
Illegitimate live births 9 
Illegitimate local rate per 1,000 live births 67 
National Illegitimate rate per 1,000 live births 79 
Crude birth rate per 1,000 population To04 
Birth rate comparability factor eT 
Birth rate standardised 14.9 
National birth rate per 1,000 population Tet 
Still births (total) 1 
Legitimate still births 1 
Illegitimate still births - 
Local still birth rate per 1,000 live and still births ( 
National still birth rate per 1,000 live and still births 15.4 
Infant deaths under one year of age 1 
Legitimate infant deaths under age of one year 1 


Illegitimate infant deaths under age of one year - 


Infant Mortality rate per 1,000 live births a 
National infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births 19 
Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate live births iff 
Illegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimate live births - 
Infant deaths under 4 weeks of age (Neo-natal) 1 
Legitimate infant deaths under 4 weeks of age 1 


Illegitimate infant deaths under 4 weeks of age - 
Neo-natal mortality rate per 1,000 live births a 
National Neo-natal mortality rate 12.9 


Total perinatal deaths (still births and deaths under one 
week combined) 


Perinatal mortality rate per 1,000 live and still births 14 
National perinatal mortality rate per 1,000 live and still 
births 26.5 
Deaths in first week of life (early neo-natal period) 1 
Early neo-natal mortality rate (per 1,000 live births) 4 
National early neo-natal mortality rate 14 


Maternal mortality, including abortion: 


Number of deaths Nil 
Rate per 1,000 total live and still births Nil 
DEATHS 
Deaths: Male 69 Female 64 1353 
Crude death rate per 1,000 population 15.4 
Comparability factor 0.68 
Death rate standardised per 1,000 population 10.5 
National death rate for England and Wales Wel 
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POPULATION CHANGES IN THE URBAN DISTRICT 


The following table shows the change in population due to 
migration :- 


Year Mid-year population: Population change Change in population Change in 
R.G. Estimated figure during the year due to births and population 
deaths only during due to 
year migration 
1957 8,230 +40 +45 =5) 
1958 65250 +20 +77 -57 
1959 8,320 +70 +48 +22 
1960 8,560 +40 +31 +9 
1961 8,400 +40 +51 —11 
1962 8,470 +70 +38 +52 
1963 8,470 Wil +45 -45 
1964 8,560 +90 +66 +24 
1965 8,580 +20 +54 -34 
1966 8,640 +60 - +60 


DEATHS FROM PRINCIPAL CAUSES 


The table below indicates the common causes of death :- 


In Holywell National Return 


Heart disease 25% AA% 
Vascular lesions of C.N.S. 26% 1 Tye 
Cancer, excluding cancer of lung % 13% 
All other causes 24% 8576 
Bronchitis 6% 54% 
Other circulatory diseases 6% 5% 
Cancer of lung 3% 23% 
Pneumonia 2% 243% 
Other respiratory diseases 2% 2% 
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CANCER : 


The total number of deaths from cancer decreased by 4 over 
last year. The commonest site of cancer was cancer of the lung, 
which caused 4 deaths and until people give up the habit of smoking and there 
is a substancial reduction in air pollution, very little progress will 
be made. Meanwhile there is 2 considerable amount of research being 
carried out into the causation of cancer and it is hoped that a cure will 
be found before too long. It is thought that the causes of cancer are 
multifactorial, 
The figures shown below are extracts from the Registrar General's 
Returns :- 
Cancer Deaths: 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 
3 4 3 4 6 4 


N 


Lung 5 8 2 ff y) 

Stomach 3 ~ 2 2 3 5 3 1 3 2 
Breast 2 2 1 1 1 6 1 - 1 2 
Uterus - - 2 ~ - j - - - - 
Leukaemia _ - 1 - \ | - 2 | - 
Other Sites 8 8 11 5 8 18 Ne 14 5 4 


Total Deaths 
All Sites 


CORONARY HEART DISBASE : 


During the past 10 yeers there has been a significant rise in the 
incidence of this disease and in the local number of deaths from coronary 
disease. There may be a number of reasons for this increase as it has 
never been absolutely certain of the cause of death of the individual unless 
a post mortem examination is carried out so that the increased incidence of : 
this disease could be more apparent than real. 

I wish to say that people might think that living in a hilly district 
might lead to a higher incidence of coronary disease than people living in 
an area which is fiat, but in fact it can be said thet exercise is one of the 
factors which prevents the onset of coronary disease. 

The following chart shows the annual deaths from this disease in the 
district for the past 10 years :- 

1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 


Deaths 1 15 18 16 22 18 21 18 18 32 


INFANT MORTALITY : : 


There was one death of an infant under one year of age notified locally, | 
of which occurred in the first week of life. Detsils of the death are given 


below :- 
Age at Deeth Cause of Death Male or Female 


1 week (a) Cardiac failure Female 
(b) Congenital heart disease 


ss 


tovo \ yf beeset0b teomee sort, adtoed 
saul sat to x99n20 Bou teomzo to otke 
todt bo gation: to tidad edt qu evi ofqeaq Ihtay bas aatoeb 2 
[ftw seetgoiq elffthl yrer ottullog tka xf sottomber £ 
wited dorceses to tavoms efgvateblenoo 2 et etadé a: 
fitw eto 2 todd Segod et +h Sas seonss to aobteeuas ade 6 0 Dobe, 
3To Teonso to evauce of? Fadt teguodt ek FI opcol oot cn a = | 


e'{otens) tontetgeh ef? ment atoortxs om wofed moda o on ; 


doer Goer saer Ler saer fae” caer eaeT ‘eter’ veh v0 
ee ee ES Re. - ) 


BF 
ae Saat hs Se AL, 
t ~ f ra) t r 5 
pe fe - a | - ~ S$ 
- ' $ - ; t t 
@ OR Se aie t 


ii ie 
dt 


at o@tt tiooltimate 2 gcocd god Sted? arasy OF teog ae 

“Yrceser10s gort eritceb to eda Spool odd mi bas cabenkh eta to ve 

ad #i am oapetont eid? at anosust Yo tedaum 4 6d waa eed y Bee 

sofas [oghivitui edd to dteeb to eayon art 29 aistteo vietwloetis noi 
© vosohtons beesotonk ont tadt oe gu0 hatwide et soésoninoxs wed tOm 

Leer cunts jaetaqga vtom ed hivon oseif al 

futels ylitd o at goutwil tend anhalt tain eiqoog autt yas of ts2 e] t as 
if ytivil slqosg madd deasetb- ¥rEAOTI" to eonsbion: toghd 9 of 2 of te 

to on0 sf ontotene tad bine o4 ago $b dent at tid: tert shi do ie at 

oueeskbe Tiaadeeey 20 taeno edt etasvorg 1 Edw’ es 

ond m3 escoeth SOP a Ae r off 


ee 


= 


ddr 2aQr Reet cai ‘saer a 
a a 


isnot + easels to taay 
Tiq etn dtaseS ddt to af 


OTQSTTVAY YON “Y°N 
0°61 ork Lei S*Ol ¥°S\ aa L°Li 6°rL bh £1 0r9‘s 9964 
0°61 8°s t GO hib S Oh LS Bll O°st v°6k ©" Od Foy Ra) 08S°8 S964 
0°02 °V°N = CPt “v°N co Lt cOk y St 0°61 9°61 89} 0958 v964 
0°02 Sb' ve 9 chara "v'N Se" Gi 6z1 Z°el Z°6L = G* 02 bt oLy‘s C961 
9° be vo*se is eb °V°N Cet OF | Oo°sk C6°be Cu he v8 OL ‘s 296k 
v-—le FA a y Ore4 bo°Ct cS°vl eck Voce 6L 708-65" 0¢6 Chl oOr’s L964 
Lene ec°ch C Gott eg” bil Cea GiB egy ar bk et v6°Lt OSt 09£°8 0961 
Onze 89°6D 8 Oty 6E° Vt BG°Cl Ell G*9l VS°6L Go°6l LOL Oze°s 6561 
G*22 £6°OV ye aga vp°Coh 6o° bl v6 v°9Ot 26°02 cL O¢ LLt 0S2°8 856 t 
O°s2 GL°82 v G* bl be°ct “ati amy alt v6 b°9t vo°Lt se8°9t 6o4 o£2°S L561 
i 3 a beat tH tH to p. by 
0. oe i B rs rj S © } 3 O g & O 
ct (ome) a) ct qu. =< Q Sect fe) Ome) 1 0g 
HH: © “4 © — Pp: —- ~ 3 se i) KH Pp oy <j 
fo) Ki oH o 5 = © ~~ a re C40) Lee (Syl o) bh ad oO Bw On 
a} @ © ct os Orc (2 OS — SOty Of ct 
9 EP ee 5 Op O OQ fu Qu Op © ~ O Ph BHR 
ra i a: OH Om 0) OQ oO eH Q O's Go G iw) kK 
amis oO ¢ to t 2 Ke} Cs (eyre e bt Ho ry 
Hp ~- 9 Fh © tS Qu Tote el Oo ct ae (SIs! c O Ap. ft 9 1) 
© 8 Os ct ow oo i) iB: 7 tg o) 0) WH ct ct Ga 5 
ct Fh O + Oo pS’ kg © 3 O GS Bp @ co ry c+ ie} @ O be Oo 
o 9 oS ag @ GS ct e © HR kK ct 0) Oo ct O o8 6B 
Bp B © Hp rer fo ee o p’ Pu td a Hel Ca | 
ae HO es © 9 ch ct q ct oH RH  & 
eur] th th BH oO =e) B- by Kh bk ct 8 Oo 9 
5 <4 oct c Hs 0 b+ 9 fe) . of 0 pS o i 
ro) eo B O ect O ct Bt G2 et ct ot h Ors 
K Gs 8 0 5 0 a) . @ @ BR 4K Hy 
ct oO b- © kR op + 
P no 7 . 3 ® 3 a 
fo. a > Ki K K 
g i 


CULT WIT T 


TA Toa T TA 7 


*ATITT CCST OFT TTT 


Tr AAP TA TeTTAN PUY TA 


ATS LATICO FTeTc Teer 


ah av 


aat 032.6 peer ph 
stt O8g,a Ra 
eet Oba — -22et 

i ee 


- wy 


a 


sfdsaliavaA tou 


Le be Gl 


¢ | m 
5 = Z 
: | 
- | 
¢ Z 
Z a 
P| _— -_ 
2 | = 
: : i 
¢ s | 
G z | 
G 6 é 
yI L 2 
g G = 
— cd = 
~~ L -_ 
one iL aie 
-~_ t | 
"A -_ -= 


- 5 


IOAO pue Gj), 


b 


GL- G9 &9 - GG GS - Sh Sp = GE 


So. = Se: Sb-—" Gta --G G4 


Savax NI Gov 
(SE a as 


IEEE eS ee ee — 


reek | 


zepun pur Ssyoom 4 


SYOOM Pp 


zopuy 


ist NI wn nt 
Se Sm Sm Sm S&S & 


It NOM 
em 2h Se Se Se 


(iN — MN + 
am Se & & 


[ Sve 
ah = By 


ro 


sosy TTY 
Tez0, xes 


sosnep LIV Ter,0L] 


SYUSPTOOY 10u40 TTY 
sosvestq 
POUTJOG-TTI pue peutzeq 10430 


SUOTFCULIOITR] [Teytusesuog 


we4ske 
Azoyeatdsey fo sesvestg 1Tey4z0O 


ST4TYOUoIg 


eTuounoug 


ezuoNT JUL 


sesvestq ATOZeTNOAITD 19Yy30 


SOSVOSTG JIveH T9yI10 


asvostq 
4Ivey UYTM uoTsu04 zadfy 


sutsuy ‘f‘asvestq Arvuor09 


weysks 
SNOATON JO SUOTSSET reTnose, 


sosvest¢ 
oTZeydusAT pus yueUsTTeW 19420 


qsvoig ‘useTdooy qurust Tey 


snyouoirg 
sun] ‘useTdooyy yueustrey 


“ve 


SAS 
“he 


"vt 


"ot 


“Lh 


youuorg ‘useTdoon ZUueUsTTCHW *oO] 


; 


HLVad WO ASAyo 


“ 


“py 


N 


fey YIT Cereea 


s 
13 
&. 
oH 
E 
g 
2 
cs] 
3 
ls 
— 
S 
a 


oe | t - 


™ 


wid ! ~~ =-—lVY) 


T4 * Picas 
ie ta 3 
eb ves 
Pe OE a Rae 
pyitie "ee 4 
tw, ee 
Py i es, eee 


22 2 Rat 2 
Lak 
e | 
Me] ry 
o/s 2% 
a) ant 
bes 
ee & 
: re 
hy 


£58 


’ OLpe% DraewRe? oy pce 


alee 


ele 


J ied 


Deh: Sie Pe ae 


mye —- 


ae 


- 
44 
i 


2 


(M eeu hiow + 1 ote laa a 
4 RE 
; e's + ee 
rs, ey win. - “it 
AS att Ae ee) 
, : ie - 


et 


Z 


rod 


ae ax We x Am 


f “es 


< 
\ 


NY 


sy eeg 


szeok oz - Gl 


sagef GQ TeA0 
sazeek G¢ - |2 


szeek G9 - 9¢ 


9961 ONTYNd SNOLLVOIWILON HSVASIG SNOTLOHANT 


szeefL pL - Ol 


szeek 6 - G 


sieekK py -¢ 


AA 


sizeof 2 - | 


zeok | zrepug 


UOTLOS JUL 
Te0o000sUTUDT] 


eT royyydt¢ 


(Az01 eatdse2—uou) 
STSO[TNO Zeqny, 


*soy sTsoTnoreqny, 
Azequasfkq 

etxorA4g Teredzeng 
ST4TTSAWOTL Og 
SUTUOSTOg poo 


proydéy, 
pue ptroydséyereg 


septedtsfkry 
etuomunsug 


mUn.1O7 eU0SN 
eTureyyydg 
SOTSPOW 

ysnog Sutdooym 


JOART JETIeOS 


~ e@on elaolwotdyt 


eleolinzedut 


- (gre eet~-non0) 


| } 
mn Leradt sq fC 


feqanccogntaell 
~ notice trl 


The following table show the trend of the incidence of infectious 
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notifiable diseases in the district over the past ten years 
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INFECTIUUS DISEASES 


There were 84 cases of measles in the district which is a 
considerable rise in figures for 1965. <A vaccine has now been 
prepared against mexsles and is now available for general use, and 
it is hoped over the course of the next few years that it will be 
used on 4 wide spread basis and measles may disappear into the 
archives of medical science as one of the diseases which used to 
affect humanity in the United Kingdom, such as Diphtheria, Plague, 
Cholera, etc. 


There were 5 cases of sonne dysentery: none of these cases were 
confirmed, 


There was one case of pulmonary tuberculosis notified during the 
yeer, all of the contacts of the case were screened to ensure no 
spread of the infection, but it cannot be too strongly emphasised that 
the fight against tuberculosis is not yet over and there is a residium 
of this infection in the community mainly amongst people over 50 years 
of age who have had the disease in years gone by and whilst not being 
effected by the disease are harbouring the germs. 


CHEST X-RAY FACILITIES 


The Welsh Regional Hospital Board haus a mobile X-Ray unit based 
at Wrexham, which visits all parts of North Wales, and is at the Town 
Hall every third Monday, all day. The unit is available to all members 
of the public, except young children. 


Chest X-Ray by the Mass Radiography unit in Flintshire in1966 and 
breakdown of figures :- 


Circuit Location Number Number of Average 
Hxeamined Visits Attendance 
HOLYWELL 255 14 66 
MOLD 1061 16 60 
RHYL 2052 16 146 
SHOTTON 826 15 55 


Analysis Showing Type of Bxaminee in Flintshire : 
General Population Volunteers 4425 
General Practitioner Referrals 186 


Factory Groups : 


Industrial 1942 
Non-industrial 96 
Scholars 404 
General Population 71055 
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ANALYSIS OF TOTAL NUMBER OF CASES FOUND TO BE 


Abnormalit 


Confirmed Pulmonary Tuberculosis 


'New' Cases 

'Old’ Cases 
Requiring further observations at Clinic 
Healed Primary Tuberculosis 
Healed Post Primary Tuberculosis 
Abnormality of the Bony Thorax and soft tissues 
Malignant Neoplasm 
Non-Malignant Neoplasm 
Lymphadenopathies excluding Sarcoidosis 
Sarcoids 
Congenital Cardiac Abnormalities 
Acquired Cardiac Abnormalities 
Pneumoconiosis — without P.W.F. 
Pneumoconiosis - with P.M.F. 


Pulmonary Fibrosis -— non tuberculous 
(to include Asthma and Bronchitis) 


Emphysema 

Bronchiectasis 

Bacterial or virus infection 

Pleural thickening or calcification 
Abnormalities of the Diaphragm and Oesophagus 
Malformation of the lungs 

Diagnosis not yet received from Chest Physician 
Failed to attend Chest Clinic 


Negative after investigation at Chest Clinic 
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PROVISION OF SERVICES UNDER TH NATIONAL HEALTH 


SERVICES ACT, 1946 


The following local services are the responsibility of the 
Flintshire County Council, and I am indebted to the County Medical 
Officer of Health, Dr. G.W. Roberts, for allowing me to give the 
following details :- 


SECTION 22 — CARE OF MOTHERS AND YOUNG CHILDREN — INFANT WELFARE CENTRES : 


The Clinic premises are in Park Lane, Holywell and an infant 
welfare clinic is held every Thursday afternoon from 1.30 -— 4.30 p.n. 
There is also an additional clinic in School Lane, Greenfield, where 
an infant welfare clinic is held every Tuesday afternoon 1.30 — 4.30 p.m. 


Welfare foods (vitamin tablets, cod liver oil and orange juice) 
are distributed at these clinics. 


fnte Natal Clinics are held at Park Lane Clinic weekly and are 
staffed by hospital and nursing personnel, under the direction of 
the Consultant Obstetrician. 


Talks are given to mothers attending these clinics by the health 
visitors on childbirth and baby management. 


FAMILY PLANNING : 


Family Planning is available at Flint. 


DENTAL CARE OF EXPECTANT MOTHERS : 


This is carricd out by the school dental staff of the County 
Counil, and the service is free during the period of pregnancy and 
up to one year after the birth of the baby. It is regrettable that 
more mothers do not take advantage of these facilities. 


SECTION 23 — MIDWIFERY SERVICES 


There are two midwives, who are also district nurses, working 
in the area, alsc two part-time nurses, and they are responsible for 
the ante natal care, delivery and post-natal surveillance of these 
patients, under the general direction of the patient's doctor. 


SECTION 24 — HEALTH VISITORS 


There are two full-time health visitors who are responsible for 
giving advice to families on all aspects of health education. These 
duties have increased of late due to the ever expanding needs of the 
community, especially the older members. Their duties are complimentary 
to the work of the general practitioners, who are often too busy to be 
able to give the necessary time to such matters as health education. 
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~ HOME NURSING SERVICES : 


as 


SECTION 2! 


This very valuable provision is carried out by the district 
nurses, who are usually midwives, and the demands of the service 
increase yearly as the proportion of old people rises in the 
community. 


SECTION 26 — VACCINCATION AND IMMUNISATION : 


Smallpox ;: As a result of Ministry of Health recommendation 
it is now the policy to vaccinate infants at one 
year of age instead of «t birth or within the first 
three months, and the vaccination rate has fallen 
considerably during the pust year. 


Poliomyelitis : Vaccination against poliomyelitis continued 
throughout the year, but oral vaccination has 
now superceded the Salk vaccine which was given 
by injection. 


Measles : 4 vaccine has now been prepared for protection of 
infants against measles but it is not intended to 
introduce a campaign of mass vaccination of infants 
at present. 


TUBERCULOSIS : 


All 13 year old children are offered vaccination (by the use 
of live attenuated tubercie baccilli B.C.G.) against this disease 
and the majority of children are protected. The percentage of 
children who do not require vaccination is high i.e. they have 
already had contact with the disease and developed a successful 
immunity, and this indicates a significantly high level of 
tuberculosis infection in the community. 


SECTION 27 - AMBULANCES : 


The ambulance service is radio controlled and administered 
from the headquarters at Mold. A local statioh is situated in 
Holywell, 


BUTAL HEALTH AND SUBNORMALITY : 


Vists are paid by mental welfare officers of the County 
Council to mentally ill p:tients who require advice and help. 


Subnormal children who cannot be educated in an ordinary 
school, and who are not severely retarded (i.e. in the idiot 
category), are admitted to the Training Centre at "Tiricnfa", 
Rhuddlan, There they receive training to the limits of their 
capabilities. There is also an Adult Training Centre, at 
Greenfield, for men ond women. 
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VENEREAL DISEASE : 

Treatment is available at the following special clinics :- 
H.M. Stanley Hospital, St. Asaph 

Males and Females - Tuesday 5.30 - 7 p.m. 


Chester Royal Infirmary; 


Males - Wednesday 5 - 7 p.m. Saturday 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Females - Monday 5 - 7 pom. Thursday 5 - 7 p.n. 


Treatment is confidential and free, inclusive of travelling 
expenses. 


NURSING HOMES : 


The following Nursing Home in the town is registered with the 
County Council, and is inspected periodically : Glyn Abbot, Bagillt Road. 


WELFARE HOMES : 


Persons who are unable to look after themselves satisfactorily 
may be admitted to County Council Homes which are situated at Y Gorian, 
Rhyl; The Lawns, Rhyl; Part of the Womens Convalescent Home, Rhyl; 
Carr Holme, Prestatyn; Park House, Prestatyn; Hafan Glyd, Shotton; 
and Mold. A site has been acquired by the County Council in Holywell 
and although there are certain difficulties to be ironed out it is 
hoped that an corliy start will be made. 


SECTION @7 — NATIONAL ASSISTANCE aCT, 1948 ; 


This section conveys powers on District Councils to remove persons 
who ' are aged, infirm, or suffering from chronic diseases, and are 
living in insanitary conditions and are unable to look efter themselves 
and are not receiving adequate care and attention from others'. In 1966 
it was not necessary to take any legal action. Legal action is only taken 
as a last resort and every effort is made to persuade people to accept 
advice and treatment for their benefit. The demands of the aged increase 
annually as the proportion of this group within the population rises. This 
problem of the care of the aged is aggravated by relatives often living 
considerable distances away, being unable or unwilling for various reasons, 
to help in the care of their next of kin. 


A number of visits were mde to cases of people in Holywell who were 
living in unsatisfactory conditions and arrangements were made for their 
removal to hospital sither on a temporary or permanent basis. 


PUBLIC HEALTH LiBORATORY SERVICE : 


The local public health laboratory is at Chester (Dr. P. Poole is 
the Director) and bacteriological examination of specimens sent from the 
Urban District are examined here, They have been most co-operative and 
my gratitude is extended to them for their advice and help throughout the 
year. 
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HEALTH EDUCATION AND FOOD HYGIENE : 


Efforts were made during the yesr by the staff to 
inculcate good hygiene prxctices in persons working in food 
premises, whilst improvement wus continually being made in the 
equipment in these premises. 


HOUSING : 


During the year the following units of housing accommodation 
were provided in the town :- 


New houses end flats provided by the Council 59 
Private properties, mainly bungalows 9 


Since the war the Council have built 657 houses, bungalows 
and flats also 294 private dwellings have been built. 


In 1957 there were 3.5 persons per dwelling in Holywell and in 
1966, it was reduced to 3,3 showing a reduction in over-crowding in 
the town, furthermore there has been a tremendous improvement in the 
standard of housing in the district. Further details of the slum 
clearance programme will be submitted by the Public Health Inspector 
but it must be pointed out that over the past ten years 297 council 
properties have been built and 145 properties have been cleared in the 
slum clearance programme, furthermore at the end of 1666, 122 properties 
were under construction, and it is hoped that when all these properties 
have been completed that the bulk of the slum clesrance programme will 
have been completed. 


This is a record that the authority should be proud of, nevertheless, 
it must be emphasised that they must not rest on their laurels. 


The table below indicates the yearly totals of new housing 
construction in the town over the past ten years :- 


Year New Council Houses New Private Houses Number of Inhabited 
Bungalows or Flats or Bungalows Propertics in Town 

1966 59 2 2590 

1965 38 32 eon 

1964 = 57 ene 

1963 = 21 2526 

1962 20 16 2660 

1961 tat 27 2576 

1960 Ag 8 2494 

1959 9 g 2450 

1958 - 12 2419 

1957 45 11 2566 


The waiting list for Council «ccommodation at the end of 1966 
Was as follows :- 


Number of familics in general list approximately 250 


Number of persons waiting for old 
persons! accommodation approximately 40 
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WATER SUPPLY : 


There is an efficient and abundant supply of bacteriologically 
and chemically pure water which is supplied by the Alwen Reservoir, 
The Water Engineer and the staff of the Central Flintshire Water 
Board normally carry out the analysis of the water. Twelve samples 
were taken during the year and the majority were satisfactory and 
when otherwise appropriate action was taken to have the abnormality 
rectified. 


The St. Winefride's Well is supplied with water from an adit 
fed by an underground water pipe. Samples of the water were sent 
to the Public Health Laboratory for analysis at periodic intervals. 


During the year the Council carried out engineering works on the 
adit and the pipes so «s to improve the quality of the water and this 
has been reflected in the results subsequently obtained. 


A recent sample of water was submitted for analysis chemically, 
and the following details are given below :- 


ANALYSIS : 


Location New Main Pen-y-—Maes, Hol well. 

pH iwe 
Colour (hazen units) 49 
Electrical Conductivity 180 
Turbidity ee 
Free Carbon Dioxide - 

Alkalinity as (Caco3) 48 
Permanent Hardness (as CaC03) Nil 

Total Hardness (as CaC03) eT 


Oxygen absorbed (4 hours @ 27° ¢) - 


Nitrogen : Free and Saline Ammonia 
Albuminoid smnonia 
Witrites (N02) 
Nitrites (N03) 


Phosphates (P205) as 


Silicates (Sic2) - 
Sulphates (304 ) ae 
Chlorides (C1) 16 
Metals : Calcium as C03 23 
Magnesium as C03 4. 
Iron (Fe) 0.60 
Manganese (in - 
Bacteriological : 
Coliform / 100 mls. Nil 
B, Coll /- 100 nis, Nil 
Plate Count : 2 days 37° c ; 
; 3 days 22° ¢ it 
Clostridium Welchii in 40 mls. Nil 
Class (MoH) Standard I 
Residual Chlorine O702 


=| 8— 


Wiloolyofoisatosd te yfryye dnahede Poace ty tetot re 


-Ttoviseud nopiA aft ee betiggeve at 
tial otisdetai lt Intined edt to Bate ert bass 
ealguar ov loyT -tataw eit Yo. efeylon: aa? tyo er 
bas yYrotomekine aday; Viisotce add ban aney edt a 
Yilootonds afd evel of aeded Boe nottos efubugotyge 


$ib.. a2 042 ustew Stiw botigqua ek fer pig ta %: ath 
tie otow totow ond te eplgmas eeqig totaw f 


j 


.ulovtestet ofboiue ds abeylean 160% ‘geotnvodal dt 


2a? 20 axtow geguntads ty¢ es Ekonued asd 
elit bus tata eft to yrifawp ext svotant of a0 o8 ge ta of 
-beaisido yitneipeedie etivess off sk Sofoatten 


Witofieds sheyitces so? fetitwdes eaw sodow To ef id 
=: wofod AVR ois ebboteb 3 


Py Cette 

oF vtivits 

Th 

a) (0085) vas 
| (20920 es) eee 

. £0080 
Ts ( 7% <a 
- -& ©Ts @ auvod 1 

FS 00 es eprtolod , 

; tOO an cnteecgell 

ave \ (0%) gost 


1 
A 
A 
of 
os) 


MILK SUPPLY : 


The responsibility for the routine sampling of milk 
rests with the County Council Health Department and close co- 
operation is maintained between the County Council and Mr. Field. 


The Health Department carried out a considerable amount 
of work during the year in the taking of samples of milk for 
bacteriological analysis in connection with the search for brucella 
abortus organisms in unpasteurised milk, 


Brucella organisms in milk can cause undulant fever in 
human beings if the milk is drunk unpasteurised. A few of the samples 
taken were found to be positive and appropriate action was taken to 
safe-guard the milk supply in Holywell. 


At the time of writing this report the government have 
decided to implement a national scheme for the irradication of 
brucellosis in cattle by building up brucella free herds in certain 
areas of the country. I am rather pessimistic on the success of the 
scheme in Flintshire, I think we have 2 very long road to travel before 
we can say that the milk in Flintshire is safe to drink unpasteurised, 
meanwhile the Health Department will do its utmost to continue to test 
the milk supply in conjunction with the County Council Officers. 


DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE : 


There are no cesspools in the district and in 1966 there 
were 20 houses using pail closets and at the time of writing this report 
these have been replaced with chemical closets. Satisfactory progress 
has been made over the years in reducing the number of pail closets in 
the district this being hand-in-hand with the slum clearance programne. 


The sewage is being discharged in a crude state into a holding 
tank the contents of which are released into a stream which runs into 
the Dee Estuary, the release of sewage is dependant on tidal conditions. 
The conditions of the stream receiving this sewage are very unsatisfactory 
and the Council have considered a report from the Consulting Engineers who 
have prepared a scheme for a new sewage disposal works on land at Greenfield. 
At the time of writing this report the scheme is now being considered by 
the Ministry and it is hoped, in the interests of the town, that an early 
decision will be agreed to go ahead with the scheme, or to use the scwage 
works of a neighbouring authority. 


SUPERANIUUATION ; 
During the year five medical examinations were carried out on 


employees of the Urban District in connection with fitness for employment 
and absence through ill-health. 
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PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR'S REPORT 


Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have pleasure in presenting my fourth Annual Report, for 
1966. 


This year was one of steady progress and it brought an end 
to several of the problems which had beset us for years. 


The most seriously sub-standard houses have now been demolished, 
and relevant action is well advanced with the remainder. 


Slaughtering facilities in the area were greatly improved by 
the extensive re-construction carried out by the private owner of 
the Plas-yn-Dre Slaughterhouse. 


The problem of a suitable new site for use as a refuse tip, has 
now been solved, This factor, and your decisions to purchase a modern 
compression refuse vehicle and crawler loader in 1967, mean greater 
efficiency in both refuse coliection and disposal. 

I would like to express my thanks to the Chairman and Members 
of the Council, and the Medical Officer of Health for their support 


and interest, and all members of the staff for their ready help and 
co-operation, 


Yours faithfully, 


H.L. FIELD. 


Public Health Inspector. 
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Particulars of Notices and Inspections during the year. 


Visits made in connection with public health matters were as follows :- 


Nature Number 


Visits and re-visits to premises following 


complaints 86 
No access 42 
Inspections under the Housing Acts 444 
Refuse collection and disposal 250 
Inspections of slaughterhouses 26 
Visits to slaughterhouses 287 
Visits to food premises 74 
Inspections of foodstuffs 16 
Water supplies 99 
Milk supplies 6 
Caravans 16 
Infectious diseases 11%) 
Miscellaneous 55 
Intervicws 207 


Service of Notices 


Informal Formal Reasons for Notices Result 
21 2 Nuisances Abated 


Number of dwelling houses in which repairs were carried out in consequence 
of formal and informal action - 28. 


Refuse Collection and Disposal 


The regular weekly collection was maintained, using two side 
loading vehicles and disposal was by means of controlled tipping. 


I was pleased that negotiations were nearly completed for the 
acguisition of a disused quarry to be ready in 1967 for controlled 
tipping purposes. This, and the approval given for the early purchase 
of a crawler loader, mean an end to the problems of operating the 
existing refuse tip. 


Housing 

Slum clearance progressed with the declaration of two clearance 
areas comprising eleven houses and the placing of demolition or closing 
orders on fifty-two houses. 

Fourteen houses were demolished and a total of one hundred and 


nine individuals am thirty six families were re-housed from sub-standard 
property. 
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Inspections and Supervision of Food 


Routine inspections of food premises were matttained and the 
following complaints were received from members of the public :- 


Condition Action Taken 
Odour in farm bottled milk - duc to cows ingesting mouldy feeding 
stuffs. 


Currant loaf containing tobacco warning letter to bakery. 


Discolouration of tinned corned analyst's report showed acceptable 
beef tin content. 


Discoloured milk bottle ~ warning letter to dairy which was 
closing down. 


Tinned peas containing beetle warning letter to canners. 


Treacle toffee containing rodent - referred to local authority in whose 


droppings area the toffee was purchased. 
Ointment containing sliver of - 
gless manufacturers notified. 


Orange juice containing formic warning letters to manufscturers and 
acid retail shop and representations to 
interested bodies. 


The latter occurrence was nost scricus, as it involved a bottle 
of orange juice found to contain on analysis, 19e5% of formic acid, 
which made it extremely toxic. After exhaustive enquiries, the most 
likely explanation fof the presence of the formic acid, was that it 
had been maliciously introduced by an unknown person. 


It is a matter of regret that due to the refusal of the Soft 
Drinks Industry to seal all their products, such dangerous interference 
can be expected, 


Carcases Inspected end Meat Condemned 


Cattle Calves Sheep = Pigs 
Number killed, 296 - 3230 420 
Number Inspected 296 - 3230 420 
Number affected with tuberculosis - - ~ = 
Percentage of the number inspected, - - - ~ 
affected with tuberculosis 
‘Number affected with other diseases 14 - 60 8 
Percentage of the number inspected, 4.73 - 1.86 1.90 


affected with other diseases 
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Slaughterhouses : 

One licensed slaughterhouse re-opened on the ist October, after 
extensive improvements had been effected, and the other two slaughter- 
houses continued to operate. 

Animals killed were of a very high quality, and the small amount 
condemned was mainly due to parasites. 


Condemned Food — 1966 : 


Various unsound tinned foods were inspected and disposed of after 
voluntary surrender, 


Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963: 


Inspections of these premises continued, and there were two reported 
accidents. 


Numbers of premises registered :- Number of persons employed :- 
Offices 14 72 
Retail Shops 92 370 
Wholesale Shops and Warehouses 4 33 
Catering Establishments 6 24 
Fuel Storage Depots 1 1 
te. 497 - Males 155 


Females 342 


Storage of Petroleum Spirit : 
Licences were issued in respect of fifteen premises where petroleum 


spirit is stored, Excellent co-operation is received from the Officers 
of the County Fire Service, in inspections, and testing of equipment. 


Factories (1) — Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health, 1966 ; 


—— 


Premises M/C Line No. on |Number of Written} Occupier 
2 Register| Inspections | Notices} Prosecuted 
(3) (4) 6 


(i) Factories in which 

sections 1,2,3,4 and 6 are 

to be enforced by Local 

Authorities. { 5 - 


(ii) Factories not 

included in (1) in which 

section 7 is enforced by 

the Local Authority. 4 352 AZ | 


(iii) Other premises in | 
which section 7 is enforced 

by the Local Authority | 
(excluding outworkers 


premises). 3 - = anon cd 
' | 
Total :- | 37 | 12 oii | af 
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2 Cases in which defects were found ; 


Overcrowding S.2. 
Dae 
5.4. 


voor 5.6. 


Sanitary Conveniences 


S.7. (a) insufficient 

b) unsuitable or 
defective 

(c) not separate for 

sexes 


the Act (not including 


offences relatins to 


outwork). 


| Other offences against 


Factories Act 1961, Peart VIII, Section 133 


Want of Cleanliness S.I. 4 


Inadequate Ventil:tion 


M/C 


Like 
No.2 


os 


Unreasonable Temperature 6 


7 


10 


i) 


12 


Number of cases in which No. of cases in 
Defects were found which prosecutions 


Found Reme- To H. By H. 
died Mei. Mii. 


oe a 


were instituted 
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Outworkers ; There were no notifications of outworkers in the Holywell 
Urban Area. 
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